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Michel is like many other five-year-olds: he has a loving family and spends his days going to school

and playing soccer. But in 1993, the Democratic Republic of Congo, where Michel and his family

live, is a country in tumult. One afternoon Michel and his friends are kidnapped by rebel militants

and forced to become child soldiers. Child Soldier is the sometimes heartbreaking but ultimately

inspiring true story of the triumph of the human spirit.
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Michel's story packs quite a punch. With the assistance of another writer and a talented illustrator,

Michel shares his heart-wrenching story with young readers. He tells of being kidnapped at the age

of five and being forced to help a rebel militia fight against both the national government and local

villagers. He speaks of being forced to shoot a friend and being brainwashed into thinking that his

family would never take him back. Thankfully, he never questions his families love for him and he

finds the courage to flee when the opportunity comes. But he still has to live with the horrific

memories and confusing emotions that he carries home with him and as his father's humanitarian

work further endangers the family, he once again finds himself on the run. Eventually, Michel made

it to the United States but not with his family intact. What is so admirable is that in learning to cope



with the pain he's faced in his life, Michel has learned to speak out and in doing so help others. The

story is told beautifully in the illustrations and text giving the reader a glimpse into a topic that should

not be ignored. However, while not overly graphic, there is violence and some horrible acts briefly

mentioned and because of this the book may not be appropriate for all young readers. I highly

recommend this book for more mature middle grade readers on up. A book I will never forget.

I bought this for my classroom and my 6th grade students have been captivated by it. The book

deals with a hard subject matter from a position of empathy, clarity, and humanity.

I did not know it was a child book, but I enjoyed reading it.

I will be using this story with my middle schoolers to show the types of struggles other children and

teens face in other places around the world.

Well written, sad, true account of youth robbed from a fine person.

This is a very detailed and strong book I really enjoyed reading it as a 12 year old it has fought me

so much

Beautiful book! So important to get this message out to our little ones. They are the future and have

so much power within their tiny hands. I wish every child could read this book!

Profound
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